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My Spring 2019 Trip to the Midwest  
Enhanced by Local Trade Group! 

(by Neil Gordon) 
 

Thanks to LTG, I was able to spend real, quality time with one of my favorite cousins in 
Kansas City, Missouri—thank you to Pam Hanson! For me, family is everything! 
 
When this trip was first planned, it just going to be a quick business trip; I was required 
to go to Chicago for training for a publication franchise I had just acquired. But when I 
looked on the map, I realized that Chicago is only about an 8-hour drive from KC, so I 
contacted Pam and that’s when this trip got really exciting! 
 
I realized then that St. Louis was mid-way between Chicago and KC, and it would be 
healthier and more fun to make a stop there, too.  But I didn’t want to spend a lot of extra 
money on hotels & food at this halfway point. 
 
That’s where Pam Hanson came in!  I needed 3 nights of hotels, food, and some extras 
going between Kansas City and Chicago.  
  

 
Photo I took from my seat at the St. Louis Cardinals Stadium 

 
Other than tips and hotel tax and a ticket to watch the NY Mets and St. Louis Cards 
baseball game--- I didn’t spend a dime in St. Louis--- 2 nights at the Hampton Inn, and 1 
night at an amazing B & B in Soulard, Missouri on trade ---(think modern-day “Olde 
Town in Augusta”) and lunches and dinners on barter at two amazing, local restaurants. 
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One restaurant is called the “Lemp Mansion Restaurant” which is in a converted home 
first owned by the Busch beer family. It reminded me of the former Le Maison 
Restaurant in downtown Augusta. I also enjoyed another night of dining at a restaurant 
near the Hampton Inn---which reminded me of Luigi’s on Broad Street! 
 

 
Photo of me in front of Lemp Mansion Restaurant 

 
 

 
Photo of my tasty meal at the Lemp Mansion Restaurant 
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Pam was amazing--- she has family in St. Louis and was going to be in town that 
weekend. She offered to give me a tour of the Farmer’s Market and have lunch! She also 
gave me great “touristy info”. 
 

“The Arch has been closed for updating but is now open again. You can go up to the top 
in a cable car type system. Below the Arch is a great museum they have updated also,” 
Pam wrote in one of her emails.  

 

 
Here I am in front of the Arch 

 

By the way—in one of those emails with her St. Louis colleague---I learned that their 
Missouri trade members consigned retail items for trade at their barter office. You guessed 
it--- I shopped on trade and got great gifts for my cousins and his two kids for the trip to 
Kansas City! 

I’d highly recommend using your LTG Trade Dollars for travel; and I think Pam has a 
good chance for another career opportunity if she ever needs one: TRAVEL ADVISOR! 

Thanks Pam! 
 
Neil Gordon • 706-589-6727 


